




Begin unofficial translation 

Letter from National Science Council  

To:  Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Issuing Date: July 13, 2009 
Issuing Number: 0980047440 
 
Subject:  Approval for R/V Melville (which is replaced by R/V Roger Revelle due to a breakdown of the 
Melville) to conduct marine scientific research in Taiwan waters.  Please be reminded of the following 
requirements regarding the research activity. 
 
 
1.  The NSC has convened an inter‐agency consultation meeting on July 8 and granted approval for the 
US R/V Roger Revelle to conduct marine scientific research in Taiwan waters during the period from 
August 1 to September 16.  
 
2.  Please ensure all track operations and sampling stations are located outside of the 24 nautical miles 
(nm) of Taiwan's territorial area.   
 
3.  Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND) will request the Navy to send an observer onboard 
Revelle during every cruise operation.  The MND will contact Professor Sen Jan for boarding 
arrangements.  
 
4.  During the recovery of the deployed equipment, if the equipment is carried into Taiwan's 24nm 
territorial waters by the ocean currents, the US research vessel may be permitted to enter the 24 nm 
area to collect the equipment under the supervision of the MND.  However, all non‐safety essential data 
recording instruments must be turned off during this time.  All data recorded during this time must be 
erased as well.  
 
5.  Two weeks prior to the cruise departure, the U.S. should provide the NSC with a final list of the US 
scientists participating in the project, the final departure time, and a map detailing each cruise track and 
sampling locations with latitudes and longitudes. 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