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March 18, 2010 
 

NOTE VERBALE 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) presents its compliments to the Embassy of 
the United States of America in Japan and has the honor to inform the Embassy that the 
Ministry has given consent to conduct marine scientific research within the Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) of Japan by the marine research vessel of the United States of 
America, R/V Roger Revelle, as requested in the Embassy’s Diplomatic Notes No. 27 
dated January 11, 2010 and No. 65 dated February 1, 2010.  Please note conditions 
attached to the clearance.  
 
1)  In regard to the marine scientific research (research period from June 11, 2010 to 
November 24, 2010) by the vessel noted above, the application was submitted as of 
January 11, 2010.  This did not observe the six-month notice rule that Japan requires of 
other countries in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS).  For this reason, in future cases when marine scientific research is 
conducted within Japan's EEZ, it is requested to provide a diplomatic note requesting 
consent attached by a research plan at least six months prior to the scheduled starting 
date of the research. 
 
2)  Make sure to adhere to the scheduled research period and geographical scope as 
written in the application so as not to disturb exercises, sailing and other activities by 
the Self Defense Force’s vessels and submarines.  In addition, make sure to notify the 
Defense Operations Division, Bureau of Operational Policy of the Ministry of Defense 
via fax (+81-3-5229-2136) of the position of the vessel once each day while the vessel 
is within Japan’s EEZ, as well as detailed observation plans of the unmanned sea 
gliders.  
 
3)  Take a route in which the sea gliders will never enter Japan’s territorial seas.  In 
addition, pay adequate attention to vessels sailing or operating in fisheries near R/V 
Roger Revelle. 
 
4)  If the sea gliders go missing during the research, notify MOFA of that as soon as 



possible.  In addition, before starting the research, notify the Ocean Policy Division of 
the Policy Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism 
(MLIT) of the contact information of someone to receive the sea gliders in case these 
are recovered by the Japan Coast Guard or a third party.  If there is a request to return 
the sea gliders, make sure to honor the request. 
 
5)  As an area coordinator of the NAVAREA and a Coastal State, Japan may issue 
sailing warnings published in the Notices to Mariners as necessary.  To that end, make 
sure to notify the Notices to Mariners Office, Sailing Information Division, 
Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department of the Japan Coast Guard of the times 
and dates and longitudes and latitudes of research areas.  Also notify the Notices to 
Mariners Office whether or not your vessel will tow any objects.  If you will tow any 
objects, include the length of the tow line in your notification.  Provide this 
information via fax (+81-3-3542-7174) or e-mail (tuho@jodc.go.jp) at least two weeks 
before starting the research.    
 
6)  In order to ensure communications in the event of an emergency during the 
research activities, make sure to notify the Operation Direction Center, Administration 
Division, Security Department of the Japan Coast Guard of the following via fax 
(+81-3-3581-2853): 
 
a)  The dates, time and places of entering and leaving Japan’s EEZ and subsequent 
plans of research by the vessel,  
 
b)  The position of the vessel once each day (for example, 1200JST) while the vessel is 
within Japan’s EEZ, and 
 
c)  Times and dates and places of deploying the unmanned sea gliders. 
 
7)  To better enable the Japan Coast Guard’s patrol vessels and airplanes to confirm 
the research activities and provide information to MOFA, before starting the research, 
notify MOFA of details of the research devices and provide a physical description of the 
devices while deployed. 
 
8)  During the research, secure an adequate distance from undersea cables so that the 
research devices will not stop communication by touching the undersea cables or 



causing other disruptions.  
 
9)  In conducting the research near the coasts in Tokyo, Chiba, Shizuoka, Aichi, Mie, 
Wakayama, Kochi, Miyazaki, Oita, Kagoshima, and Okinawa Prefectures, pay the 
highest attention to ensure residents’ safety and do not disturb fishing boats, fishery 
operations and fishing grounds.   
 
10)  Provide MOFA with research data after the research. 
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